their own store book of knowledge, unpublished thoughts and theories, which never see the light, but I have determined to set mine forth, criticise them as you may.
on the relative weight of the right and left SIDES OF THE BODY.
It is believed and largely taught that the right side of the body is heavier than the left, and very pretty theories have been advanced accordingly as to the use of the right hand. The organ to be looked upon as yielding the predominant weight is the liver, which, weighing as it does 50 ozs., has only the spleen, weighing 7 ozs., to balance it; for the kidneys all but weigh the same; the pancreas lies a little more on the right than the left; the right lung is 2 ozs. heavier than the left; and the only other organ throwing weight into the left scale is the heart, which presents a little more on the left than the right side.
A As an example of the effect of the relation of arteries to veins, take the common iliac arteries and veins.
The veins and arteries on the front of the fifth lumbar vertebra are so placed that the veins are on a plain posterior to the arteries, and they seem plastered against the vertebral column. Now when the artery contracts there is less resistance to the passage of venous blood, but when the arterial wave is passing, the blood which is in the veins must be stemmed, and an accumulation will occur in the iliac veins of the left side, which accumulation, the moment the artery contracts, will allow for a larger rush of blood than would otherwise happen. Is it not possible, also, that the sudden expansion of the artery upon the full vein may give the blood in the vein a help and a flip, by which it will pass up the long valveless cava ? That there is a difficulty for the venous blood to pass there, is to be made out by?
1. Trying to pass a dissecting-room blow-pipe along it when the arteries are distended with injection.
2. During disease, when phlegmasia dolens exists, many museum specimens show that a thrombus extends all the way up to, but not beyond, the crossing of the left common iliac vein, behind the right common iliac artery, thus helping the notion that if fluid blood found it difficult to pass, clotted blood found it impossible.
3. The consideration that phlegmasia dolens of the right lower extremity is more often fatal than upon the left, and as the venous blood in the right iliac veins can pass more easily than in the left, so also may a clot more easily pass and thus account for the phenomenon. 
